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Overview

* unicameral

* Members voted in at regular GE

* Life of Parliament: 5 years

* GE must be held within 3 months of dissolution
of Parliament

e 12% Parliament (10 Oct 2011 -)

Video: History of Singapore Parliament
Video: Categories of Members
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12t Parliament

* 10 Oct 2011 -
* 90 members at present (81 PAP members, 9
opposition members)

* 3 categories of Members:
— Elected members
— 3 Non-constituency members
— Nominated members
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* Non-constituency members (NCMPs):

— Not directly elected by obtaining highest
number of votes from defeated candidates

* Nominated Members (NMPs):

— shortlisted by a Special Select Committee of
Parliament from a list of candidates
nominated by the public; up to nine may be
appointed for each term
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e Standing Select Committees
— Committee of Selection
— Committee of Privileges
— Estimates Committee
— House Committee
— Public Accounts Committee
— Public Petitions Committee

— Standing Orders Committee
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Information needs of Members

e Authoritative sources of information

* Increasingly more requests for soft copies
and remote access to databases

* Articles and papers for background reading
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Parliament Research in Singapore

® 1955: The Parliament Library was first set up

+ 1989: Elected Members of Parliament are allowed to recruit
Legislative Assistants to assist in crafting speeches and do
background research

* 1996: Parliamentary speeches available online

+ 2002: Launch of parliament Library Portal

+ 2011: Extension of online access to parliamentary debates from
1955 ; revamp of Library Portal
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Our users

 Members of Parliament incl. Ministers
 Members’ legislative assistants
* Parliamentary officers

e Others: Ministry officers, legislative
officers
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What we do

* Attend to requests for information on parliament
matters

* Collate and compile information on factsheets as and
when required

* Disseminate relevant and timely information to users
via digital medium and handouts

* Acquire relevant reading and reference materials
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Research products

* Online resource guides

Information folders

Factsheets

Daily alerts on local news

Broadcasts on new arrivals and updates
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Research products (cont’d)

* Press clippings of selected daily news
(hardcopies and digital)

* Book reviews of latest new books

c UAIA DS (AMES YL MR OH)
SPSEICE:-

157



_ The 2™ International Seminar for Parliamentary Research Services in Asia

Enhancing flow of information

* Papers presented by statutory boards and
government agencies — online copies accepted
and placed on Library Portal

* Parliamentary debates, select committee reports,
guestions raised and replies — available online

* High speed broadband access

* Putting parliamentary information on Mobile
Applications
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Leveraging on external resources

* Websites eg. NewspaperSG, Ministry
websites, Digitised books, online Statutes

* Papers produced by local think-tanks

* Electronic databases eg. Lexis-Nexis,
Country reports, LawNet

* Participating in National Library’s group of
Subject Specialists

* Government and Academic Library
catalogues (SILAS)
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Plans

* Increase digital collection for remote
access

* Increase accessibility to printed materials
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Thank you
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